UPS AND DOWNS

FADE | N:
| NT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG -- DAY

The first floor of a mddle-class apartnent building. Not
i n shanbl es, but not gleam ng either. Just normal | ooking;
a hallway, doors, an elevator. People get on, people get
off. The doors open, the doors close.

Cccasionally one of the passengers is a boy about ten, always
qui et like everyone el se, just going about his business.
And in the background, a voice, thick and dejected.

VATOR
| hate ny job. | hate ny life.
hate ny job, and ny job's ny life.
|"m stuck here, in atiny cube with
bare walls, grey, no decorations
unl ess sonebody wites on ne. Wich
happens. They just cone up to ne,
all laughing and feeling like they're
better than ne, and they take spray
paint and wite on ne. Really obscene
t hi ngs, sonetinmes with pictures!
It's disgusting! And it's not like
anybody ever cleans ne. And it's
not like I can clean nyself. So |
just stay quiet and do ny job and
wat ch these clowns as they pass in

and out.

(beat)
It's not like this job is anything
to be excited about either. | nean,
what am1? A ferry. [It's manual

| abor. And the repetition! Up and
down and up and down and up and down
all day long. And | knowit's

honor abl e work, because w t hout ne
peopl e woul d be sitting on the floor
and eating things that don't spoil
because they'd never get their
furniture and fridge up the stairs,
but... | just dream of so nmuch nore.

Like a nice job in an upscal e buil di ng
i n a nei ghborhood where people matter.
Where the floors are clean and the
graffiti is scarce and maybe you see
a celebrity every now and agai n.

(1 ongi nQg)
Park Avenue... That's the life. And
there I1'd share the work, too, which
means there'd be conversation.

( MORE)



VATOR ( CONT' D)

|'d have partners, friends, just a
few feet awnay. | wouldn't be... al
al one.

(beat)
Nobody here ever talks to me. They
don't respect ne. They don't even
like nme. | make them unconfortable.
| see themtal king and | aughi ng on
their way over to nme, then they get
on and suddenly it's silence. They
sigh. And they | ean up against ne
and drumtheir fingers on ne and
wish | would go faster so they could
get on with their lives. Lazy
bastards! Take the flights! Maybe
you'll lose a little weight...

The boy, BEN, gets on al one.
| NT. VATOR -- DAY

He reaches up and pushes the button for the top floor.
El even.

VATCOR
And to top it off, I"ma freak
El even floors, eleven floors... Wat

kind of a building has el even fl oors?
None, that's what. But they don't
let me onto the top floor. |'m not
good enough for the top floor. You
wanna get to the top floor? Sorry,
can't help you. | don't go there.

Not equi pped.

And the top floor, of course, is the

laundry room | don't get clothes,

ei ther, but who needs nodesty, right?
And | have to sit here, going up and

down, listening to people conplain
about having to lug their clothes up
the last flight of stairs. It's

ridiculous! They want to get rid of
me, to replace me with a newer
version, just so they don't have to
deal with one damm flight of stairs.
(sigh)
But whatever... | do ny job. | do
it all day long, three hundred sixty
five days a year, no vacation, no
sick days. Who needs sick days,
right? Who needs coffee breaks?
Who- -



BEN
(1 ooks up)
Why do you conpl ain so much?

CRASH

VATOR jolts to a stop. Ben falls back against the wall and
gl ances around, a little scared.

VATOR

You... You can hear nme?
BEN

Did you do that?
VATOR

You can hear nme? Like really?
BEN

Yeah... So shut up for a change.
VATOR

What ?
BEN

You' re al ways bitching about your
horrible life, every tinme | get on
here you' re noani ng about how hard
it is. Everybody's got problens.
Get over it. Move on.

VATOR
| can't nove on! " mstuck here, in
this stupid shaft, going up and down
all day | ong!

BEN
| know | hear you, that's all you
ever finking say! You've got it
easy, though. You don't have to
deal with anything. You don't have
to deal with school, with friends,
W th parents...

VATOR
Have you ever tried going wthout
school and friends and parents?

BEN
| wish...

Pause.
VATOR

You're Ben, right? Ben Hyatt,
apartnment 11C.



BEN
Yeah, that's right...

VATOR

You live with your nom..
BEN

Sur e do.
VATOR

VWhat happened to your dad?
BEN

What do you care?
VATOR

Hey, |I'mjust curious..
BEN

Right. 1've listened to you, | know

what you're thinking. R ght now
you're wishing you lived at a Hyatt,
right? You're thinking how weird it
is that's ny last nane...

VATOR
That's... Look, Benji, I'mjust making
conversation here! [|'ve never talked
to anyone before, okay? | was just

trying to get to know -

BEN
Shut up! God, just take ne to ny
floor!

VATOR
VWhat if | don't?

BEN
VWhat ?

VATOR

VWhat if | just hold you here until
you decide to talk to nme?

BEN
You can't...
VATOR
Wy not ?
BEN
Because. ..
(1 ong pause)
Fine. ['ll just sit here and wait

for the repairnmen to cone.



Ben sits down in the corner.

VATOR
| didn't sound ny alarm Gonna be
awhi | e before anyone realizes |I'm
st opped.

BEN
And when they do, the guys'll cone
and shut you down.

VATOR
Good. | could use the break.

BEN
They' Il probably take you apart to
try to figure out what's w ong.
Maybe even finally decide to get
that new one that can actually go to
all the floors...

VATOR
Good. | won't have to sit here and
be used anynore.
BEN
Yeah, cause you'll be dead..
VATOR
Good.
BEN
Good.

They sit there. Ben folds his arns across his chest.

The 11 button glows a faint yellow gl ow

After a mnute or so, Vator starts going up. Ben smles
triunphantly and stands. Vator stops, his doors open. Ben
| ooks up and the ceiling and grins.

He suddenly sl aps every button on the control panel and runs
out the doors.

VATOR
Hey! Bastard...
(beat)
| do wsh I lived in a Hyatt...

Hi s doors cl ose.

FADE QUT.



FADE | N:
| NT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG 11TH FLOOR -- DAY

Qutside apartnent 11C. A wonan's voice can be heard inside.

BEN S MOM
(yel l'ing)
Wul d you just | eave ne alone for a

m nut e!

Runni ng. The door opens. Ben runs into the hall and to
Vator, his face drawn tight with anger and hurt.

Vator is singing LOVE I N AN ELEVATOR

He hits the call button over and over and over until the
doors finally open.

VATOR
Al right, all right, all right
al r eady!

Ben stunbles in and over to the corner, sinks down to the
floor, puts his face in his hands. Sniffs shortly.

I NT. VATOR -- DAY

VATOR
Benji ?
No answer .
VATOR ( CONT' D)
Benji ?
No answer .
VATOR ( CONT' D)
Benji... You gonna push a button?
BEN
Just | eave ne al one!
VATOR
You cane to ne... | don't know where
to take you if you don't--
BEN
Shut up!
A | ong pause.
VATOR

Ben, what's w ong?



BEN

Not hi ng. ..

VATOR
It doesn't |ook |ike nothing. What
happened?

BEN

My not her doesn't want ne, okay?

VATOR
Oh, | don't think that's true..

BEN
What do you know? You're just a
hunk of netal!

VATOR
Ben... Tell ne what happened.

Pause.

BEN
| just wanted to know what we were
doing for dinner. She hates ne.
She wi shes | was never born.

VATOR
No she doesn't. She's your nother,
she- -

BEN
Don't do that! Everybody says she's
your nother, she |oves you... Not
true. It's not a given. Not al
nmot hers |l ove their kids. Not al
parents have that.

VATOR
Yes they do...

BEN
No t hey don't!

VATOR
Yes they do! They have to, it's the
[ aw. ..

BEN
Shut up.
(beat)
You're so stupid. You think those
peopl e on the street who take drugs
while they're pregnant |ove their
ki ds?



Ben | ooks

VATOR
Sure. They have probl ens, and they
don't know how to solve them but it
doesn't nean they don't love their
kids...

BEN
You think... You think wonen who get
pregnant after they're raped | ove
their kids?

VATOR
Absol utely. One good thing to cone
out of something so horrible.

BEN
You t hink people who beat their kids,
who hit themw th baseball bats and
burn themw th Iighters and | ock
themin closets for hours and hours..
You think they |love their kids?

VATOR

Is that... Does your nom do those

t hi ngs?
BEN

Do you think they |love their kids?
VATOR

Yes... Deep down, of course they do.

It's like the drug addicts. They
just don't know how to show their

| ove. They're confused. They need
hel p. Does your nom do those things
to you?

BEN
No.

VATOR
Then how do you know about thenf

BEN
Ever heard of TV?

VATOR
| don't think that's it...

down at the floor. Seconds pass.

VATOR ( CONT' D)
Oh shut up al ready!

BEN
What ?



VATOR
Not hi ng. .. Sonmeone on the fifth fl oor
being inpatient. She's a bitch, |et
her wait.

Ben | aughs.

BEN
What' s your nane?

VATOR
My name?

BEN
Yeah... Your nane... M Ben, you..

VATOR
| don't have a nane. |I'mjust a
hunk of netal.

BEN
Well if we're gonna keep talking,
you need a nane. \What do you want
me to call you?

VATOR
| don't care.
BEN
Al right. Then I'Il call you Vator.

Cause it sounds |like Vader. Only
Vator is a good guy, and he hel ps
Benji fight the nonsters and w tches.

Suddenly the doors open and BEN' S MOM cones in. She's tal
and thin, her hair a ness, her face drawn and tired | ooking.

BEN ( CONT' D)
(under his breath)
Speak of the devil..

BEN S MOM
What ?
(beat)
What, you're just sitting in the
el evat or now? Moping?

BEN
Better than a cl oset. ..

BEN S MOV
(sighs)
Don't start...

BEN
Can we get di nner now?



10.

She groans and pulls sone noney from her pocket and throws
it at him

BEN S MOM
Get whatever you want. |'m neeting
soneone.

BEN
Ri ght. ..

She sl aps the 1 button.

VATOR
Maybe the lady on five'll eat her..

Ben stifles a laugh. The doors cl ose.

FADE QOUT.
FADE | N:
| NT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG FI RST FLOOR -- DAY

Ben comes down the hall with a paper bag in his hand. Fast
f ood.

Vat or opens as he approaches.

VATOR
Saw you com ng.

Ben goes in, staring at the doors.
| NT. VATOR -- DAY

BEN
Wll... don't do that. It's weird.

VATOR
| f you say so.

He reaches up and pushes 11

VATOR ( CONT' D)
Wy don't you eat in here?

BEN
Why ?

VATOR
So we can talk.

He sits down and opens the bag.

BEN
About what ?



VATOR
Not hing... | just want to talKk.

BEN
kay. . .

He munches on sone fries.

VATOR
So... You're feeling better?
BEN
Sure.
VATOR
Yeah?
BEN
Yeah.
VATOR
Who was she neeting?
BEN
What ?
VATOR
Your nom \Who was she neeting?
BEN
| don't know. Sone guy | guess.
VATOR
She neet a | ot of guys?
BEN
Sure. She's a crack whore.
(long beat)
Like on TV... She has sex with guys
and they- -
VATOR

| know what a crack whore is!

BEN
How do you know?

VATOR
What do you nean?

BEN
How do you know? You don't ever
nove, right?



Pause.

12.

VATOR
(def ensi ve)
Peopl e drop newspapers in the corner.
| read them And listen to people

talking. | know stuff.
BEN
What el se do you know?
VATOR
Lots of stuff.
(beat)
| know Nancy in 3G has the hots for
you. . .
BEN
Liar...
VATOR
How do you know?
BEN
Cause she's gay.
VATOR
She's ten!
BEN
So. ..
VATOR
So these guys... Your nom brings
t hem hone?
BEN
Sonet i nmes.
VATOR
And that's how you know about... the
cl oset and stuff.
BEN
One tine... this guy was doi ng her
inthe living room and | wal ked
in... And he said to either join in
or get out... And then he shoved ne
in the closet and blocked it with a
chair.
VATOR

What did your nom do?

BEN
She was hi gh, who cares..



13.

Pause.

VATOR
D d anyone ever... not shove you in
t he cl oset?

BEN
What do you nean?

VATOR
You said... he said... join in or
get out. Then he nade you get out.
D d anyone ever... go the other way?

Ben | ooks at the el evator panel.
The 11 button glows a faint yellow gl ow

On Vator's left side, the word PUSSY is spraypainted in
or ange.

Beneath it is a pencil draw ng that vaguely resenbl es a penis.
He breathes deeply and eats nore fries.

The doors suddenly open. Ben's nomwal ks in, |laughing, wth

a QGUY hanging all over her. She sees Ben and stops | aughing.

She and the guy back up against the wall.

c¥)4
Hey kid... VWat floor?

Ben nods toward the panel.

BEN
El even. ..

The guy | aughs, kisses Ben's nom s neck.

QY
VWhat floor for us?

BEN S MOM
(quietly)
The sane...

He pushes the button, despite the glow. Ben stands up and
backs further into the corner. The doors close.

Vator starts up.

VATOR
You need to talk to her...

Ben cl oses his eyes.



VATOR ( CONT' D)
You need to tell her...

BEN
(shakes his head;
very quiet)
You t hink she doesn't know?

QY
VWhat was that, kid?

BEN
Not hi ng.

VATOR

What are you gonna do when you get

off the elevator? Wen you go to

t he sane door? What are you goi ng
to doif this one tells you to join
in or get out?

He | ooks down.

CRASH

Vator jolts violently to a stop. The lights go out.

al arm sounds | oudly.
VATOR ( CONT' D)
(yel l'i ng)
Talk to her!
The guy and Ben's nom are | ooking around wildly.
The guy starts pushing 11 dunbly.

VATOR ( CONT' D)

Tal k to her!

BEN
No!

VATCOR
Wy not ?

BEN
Why ?

Ben's nom sinks into a corner, shaking.

QY
It's okay, kid...

He pushes the door open button a few tines.

An

14.



BEN S MOM
(quietly)
Stop... Stop...
QY
Stop what ?
BEN S MOM
The dam alarm  Stop the damm al arm
QY
I'"'mtrying!
VATOR
Talk to her, Ben!
BEN
Let us go!
VATOR
Talk to her now Now s your chance!
BEN
| don't want to!
BEN S MOM
Stop it! Stop it!
QY
I'"'mtrying!
BEN S MOM
Stop it... Stop it... God, just nmake
it stop!
BEN

Damm it, Mom you nake it stop!
The al arm sil ences.
Everybody stares at Ben.

cu)¢
Monf

BEN S MOoM
He's... ny son..

QY
(sml es)
Well that's cool. | Iike kids..

He noves toward Ben. Vator jolts hard, knocking hi mback
agai nst the door.

VATOR
Tell himto sit down and shut up.

15.



BEN
Sit down and shut up...

The guy sits down, scared, and shuts up.

VATOR
Now talk to her..

Ben breathes deeply and noves to his nom

BEN S MOM
VWhat's goi ng on?
BEN
Mom .. You can nake all this stop.
BEN S MOM
The el evat or stopped...
BEN
This isn't about the elevator...
(beat)
Mom .. | need you to get help.
need you to... get clean. To stop

this... This different guy every
night thing. This... selling your
body for a fix thing... This..

selling...
BEN' S MOM
(yel l'i ng)
You think I like this? You think
i ke being addicted to crack?
BEN
Stop yelling! Do sonething about
it! Get help!
BEN' S MOM
| can't!
BEN
Wy not ?
BEN' S MOM
Because! |'mnot strong enough!

She shrinks away and curls into a ball.
He steps back and sighs, frustrated.

VATOR
Talk to her..

He | aughs and shakes hi s head.

16.



She | ooks

BEN
Mom .. Mmn

up at him

BEN ( CONT' D)
This isn't about strength. This is
about saving yourself. This is about
saving ne...

BEN S MOV
You?

BEN
Mom these guys... they hurt ne!
You watch them hurt me! You watch
them hurt ne, you let them hurt ne,
and you don't care because they're

your road to a fix! If you don't
stop... eventually one of themw |
kill me. | can see it com ng.

can see it. Do you know what that's
i ke? To know how you're going to
die and not be able to stop it?

BEN S MOM
Yes.

BEN
No! You can stop it! You can stop
it for both of us! Mm you need to
get hel p!

BEN S MOM
| need to get help..

Her eyes w den.

She grabs

They hol d

The doors

BEN' S MOM ( CONT' D)
| do! | need to get help!

himand pulls her to him

BEN S MOM ( CONT' D)

Il will, baby. I will, I prom se.
No nore drugs, no nore nen, no nore
any of that. | promse. | prom se.

each other and she cri es.

open, md-floor.

Ben's nom | ooks over at them then at the guy.

BEN S MOM ( CONT' D)
Get out!

17.



He gl ances at the floor.

BEN S MOM ( CONT' D)
Get out! | don't want you here!
Go!

He takes a deep breath and clinbs out.

Vator cl oses the doors and takes themup to 11
Ben's nom stunbles out and into the hall.

Ben stays behind, |eans against the wall, sighs.

VATOR
See? Don't you feel better?

BEN
(shakes his head)
The first tine she said that it made
me feel better. The second tine it
made ne feel better. This tine...
The ei ght thousandth tine...

He takes a deep breath. A tear rolls down his cheek.

BEN ( CONT' D)
This time, not so nuch...

He snatches his food and | eaves.

| NT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG 11TH FLOOR -- DAY

He wal ks slowy to 11C and goes in the open door.
Closes it.

Vator's doors close slowy.

18.

FADE QUT.
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