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FADE | N:

EXT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG — NI GHT

Qut on the front steps, N CK BARLOW and MAGGE E DAWEON, both | ate

20s, enjoy a sweet, |asting goodni ght kiss.
NI CK
| really had a good tine tonight. You
| ook very beautiful
Maggi e bl ushes.

NI CK ( CONT' D)
W shoul d do this again sonetine.

Maggi e BELCHES. Her eyes go wide with terror

NI CK ( CONT' D)
um ..

MAGG E
(covers nout h)
Aar ngh!

Maggi e flees for the front door. She funbles with her keys,
i nside and SLAMS the door shut behind her.

I NT. APARTMENT — NI GHT

Maggi e, distraught, sits on the couch. Her roonmmates, feisty

DEBRA and LIL, the nurturing nother hen, confort her.

MAGG E
I"mso enbarrassed. | can't face him
agai n.

DEBRA
Vel l, what did he say?

MAGG E
| don’t know. | ran up here so fast,
he’s probably still standing outside.

Lil peeks out the w ndow.

LIL
Nope. He’s | eaving.

rushes



MAGG E
It’s gotta be the worse thing ever.

DEBRA
Technically farting’ s the worse thing.
But you score points for originality.
That’s a definite no-no, especially after
t he goodni ght kiss. Were' s ny little
bl ack book? | gotta jot this one down.
What’' s today’' s date?

MAGG E
What am | going to do?
LIL
Nothing. |It’s natural. You'll go back
to work, you’'ll undoubtedly see him and
when you do... beats the shit out of ne.
MAGG E
Thanks.
DEBRA
No way. Maggie, you' ve gotta find a new
wor kspace. | nean, you can't be al

sexy and coy with himanynore. He's
gonna | ook at you and see a drunken
sail or.

LIL
You' re not hel pi ng, Debral

Debra gi ves an of f hand wave.
LIL (CONT' D)

Maggi e, maybe you’'re going about it al
wong. Maybe he didn't hear it.

MAGG E
Didn't hear it? 1'd be surprised if he
didnt snell it.

She begins to cry.

MAGGE E ( CONT' D)
We had Mexi can.

DEBRA LIL
Ch, well, there you go. Qoooh. .. Yikes



MAGG E
What’'s done is done. Can’t go back, no
matter how hard | w sh.

LIL
You guys have been worki ng together for
what, two, three nonths?

MAGA E
Seven.

LIL
Cl ose enough. And you’'ve pretty much
establ i shed a good rapport?

MAGG E
W flirt constantly. | figured it was
sonething light during the day to pass
the time. Then he sprang this date on
me and | got caught off-guard. 1In a
strange way, it felt safer in the office.
Now he wants to bring it outside.

LIL
And you’'re not okay with that? Don't
you |ike hinf

MAGG E
Vel |, yeah, but if you re gonna surprise
nme, at least let me know first.

DEBRA
Want ny advice? Date an ugly guy. This
way, no matter what you do, you'll stil
| ook better.

LIL
Ch ny Cod.

DEBRA

Trust me. You date an ugly guy, the
good- | ooking ones will be l|ike, "Woa,
dude. What-the-fuck?" They'll throw
t hensel ves at you to prove they still
got it. There'll be so nmany, you'l
have to fight themoff with a stick...
Not that you'd want to

A lusty Debra STROKES her pen suggestively.



LIL

(to Debra)
Oh, stop that.

(to Maggi e)
My point is you shouldn't try to plan
everything, especially matters of the
heart. I1t’s better to |let nature take
its course. Leave it to chance and |et
fate be your guide.

DEBRA
You’ ve been watching too nmuch Lifetine.
LIL
S| LENCE
MAGG E
No, you're right. | overreacted. N ck's
one of the good guys and | screwed up.
DEBRA
Pretty much.
LIL

Ni ck doesn’t strike ne as superficial.

MAGG E
Oh, he’s not, by any neans.

LIL
You' re behaving as if he were, that'’s
the problem Some guys are a | ot deeper
than you give themcredit for. Renenber,
it’s what’s inside that counts.

Debra LAUGHS OUT LOUD. Harsh glances are ained at her. She quits
| aughi ng and goes back to her bl ack book.

I NT. OFFI CE — DAY

A doubl e-cubicle. N ck is on the phone. Mggie sidles in and
takes a seat at her own desk behind him She quietly places her
bag down, careful not to nake a sound.

NI CK
(i nto phone)
"Il forward your bal ance statenent to
you this week. Any questions, feel free
to call us. You have a good day as well.



Ni ck hangs up
NI CK ( CONT' D)

Hey, Maggi e.
MAGG E
Huh? Wat? Yes?
NI CK
Good norni ng.
MAGG E
Ch. Hi. | nmean, good norning.
NI CK
Hey, | had a really good tinme at dinner
| ast night.
MAGG E
Oh... great. Listen, I'msorry —-
NI CK
About what ?
MAGG E
You know.
NI CK

That? Don’t worry, happens all the tine.
She gives hima | ook.

NI CK ( CONT' D)
Wll, it doesn’t happen all the tine.
What | nmeant was, it didn’t bother me.

MAGG E
You don’t have to say that.

NI CK
I’ m being honest, it didn't bother ne.
Still doesn't.

MAGG E
Sorry for the panic-attack. Not the
i mpression | wanted to | eave.

NI CK
| have to admt, it was kind of cute, in
an oft-kilter sort of way.



He smles

MAGG E
I just wanted everything to be perfect.

NI CK
That’ s the funny thing about dating.
People try so hard to nake a good
i mpression, when the quirks cone out

it’s all catastrophic. | |ook past that.
MAGG E
You're a rare breed.
NI CK
I’ma good judge of character. | asked
you out because | knew we’d have a | ot
to learn fromeach other. | like romantic

conedi es, you like action flicks. |

i ke rock concerts, you |ike rmuseuns. |
want to know nore. So, |I'’mup for a
second date, naybe even a third. Who
knows where it could lead. No pressure,

I just want you to know that’s where it

is. You don't have to feel awkward around
me. Just be you, You.

and turns back around to face his desk.
MAGG E
Wll, there’s that new Jacki e Chan novie
opening this Friday. Top grossing nmartial -
arts filmoverseas. |It's supposed to be
really cool
NI CK

Hmm .. an old coll ege buddy of mne is
playing in a band this Friday. Late
show, they don't go on ‘til eleven.
What do you say we go to dinner after
work, see M. Chan kick major butt on
the big screen, then go get some drinks
and hear some live music? Sound good?

MAGG E
Sounds very good.

NI CK
Geat. It’s a date.

Maggi e’ s phone RINGS on her desk.

NI CK ( CONT' D)
Now get back to work.



Maggi e answers her phone, eyes beani ng, cheeks bl ushi ng.

MAGG E
(i nto phone)
Good norning, Genville Credit, this is
Maggi e speaking. How may | hel p you?

Ni ck gl ances over his shoul der at Maggi e and grins sincerely.

FADE QUT.
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