FADE | N:
| NT. ROOM - DAY

Dmy lit, the roomseens sad. Perhaps, it's the gray cloud
t hat nmoves through the w ndow.

The nusicality of life is supplied by the steady PITTER
PATTER of raindrops spit by the sky, denying the sumrer.

JANET LEMAY, early thirties, pretty, half zips the |last of
three suitcases. Stops.

She nmoves to her desk. Concentrates her attention on a
gol den frame. The YOUNG GYMNAST in the picture has Janet's
face before the tiny crinkles set in. The smle is radiant.

Janet's eyes drift to the hand of the girl in the picture.
It clutches sonething hung froma ribbon around her neck.
The disc of gold glistens from behind the gl ass.

A KNOCK startles Janet.

WOMAN' S VO CE (O. S.)
The car's on its way.

JANET
So soon? | was supposed to be the
| ast pickup.

The door opens. A WOMAN, average in appearance, stands in
the frame. She glances at the suitcases.

WOVAN
Need any hel p?

Janet shakes her head. Ri ses.

JANET
" m okay. Keep an eye out for the
car. 1'll be down in a sec.

The worman di sappears.

Janet turns her attention back to the desk, slides open a
drawer. Slips her hand underneath sone papers. Renobves
anot her picture, this one unframed, smaller, just a
snapshot.



A serious faced CHAOYANG, a Chinese boy in his teens,
stares back at her

A beat. We hear the woman agai n.

WOMAN' S VO CE (O. S.)
(shout s)
Take your time. The driver call ed.
He just had a flat.

Foot st eps. The wonan is just outside now.

WOMAN' S VO CE (O. S.)
Want conpany?

Janet slips the picture under the papers.

JANET
| have to go over the schedul e.
This will give ne sonme nore tine.

The woman peeks her head in.

WOVAN
You sure?

Janet nods.

JANET
Go---do what you have to do. Don't
worry about ne.

The door cl oses.

A Beat. Janet gently renoves the picture, holds it side by
side with the glowing girl. Her eyes flit fromthe boy back
to the girl.

THE PAST - SI XTEEN YEARS EARLI ER - I NT. OLYMPI C AUDI TORI UM

The NATI ONAL ANTHEM of the UNI TED STATES of AMERI CA pl ays
in the background. The girl in the picture cones alive. She
nmoves her fingers fromthe gold nmedal, places her hand to
her heart.

YOUNG JANET
Oer the land of the free and the
honme of the brave.



The crowd roars as she waves her bouquet of flowers.
A PHOTOGRAPHER noves cl oser. A FLASH.

The view wi dens enough to see TWO G RLS, one on the left,
one on the right.

They clinmb higher than they have earned until they fl ank
Janet. She enbraces themas they smle into the canera.

Her gl ance catches the face of CHAOYANG He |ooks famliar,
but the smle is so different fromthe serious face of his
pi cture.

His eyes shine with pride. He claps the |oudest of them
al |

| NT. SMALL ROOM - LATER

Janet seens nore fragile in her tee and jeans. She slides
down the wall into a sitting position, her |egs stretched
out in front of her.

JANET
Ooooh, that feels good.

CHAOYANG, the boy fromthe crowd and the picture, watches

as she pats the floor next to her. He joins her.
CHAOYANG
How did it feel?
JANET
| don't know. It hasn't really
sunk in yet. | think the anthem

was the best part.

CHAQOYANG
Even better than the ten?

Janet bl ushes.

JANET
It was |i ke an out of the body
experience.

A Beat. She touches his face that has once again gone
seri ous.



JANET

Don't worry. You'll w n.
CHAOYANG
| don't know. Alexei is really
good.
JANET

Not as good as you.

He | ets his hand rest on hers.

CHAOYANG
You believe in ne.
JANET
| wish it was over for you, too.
CHAOYANG
| don't.
JANET
Vhy not ?
CHAOYANG
They' Il make me go home as soon as

it's over, especially if----

JANET
(interrupts)
Can't you conme to America? We have
So many conpetitions.
(beat)
They'll et you cone.

CHAOYANG
Only if I win gold.

JANET
Lots of silver and bronze
nmedal i sts conpete, too.

A KNOCK on the door stops his reply. It opens to reveal
MELODY, an Anerican girl about their age.

MELODY
We're going to get sonething to
eat. Wanna come?



Janet shakes her head.

JANET
"' m not hungry. Go ahead.

MELODY
No cel ebrating?

Her attention shifts to the boy.

MEL ODY
You can cone too, Chaoyang.

He struggles for an answer. A beat.

JANET
We'| |l catch up to you guys, later

Mel ody shrugs. Cl oses the door behind her.

CHAOYANG
Your friend wanted you to go.

JANET
| didn't want to.

CHAOYANG
It is the biggest night of your
life. You should be celebrating
with your team vyour countrymen.
(beat)
Your best friends.

She stares into his face.

JANET
You're nmy best friend.

CHAOYANG
Everyone | oves you. This is your
time, Janet.

She sm | es.

CHAOYANG
VWhy do you | augh?

JANET
| love the way you say ny nane.



He noves cl oser.

CHAOYANG
Janet .

Their |ips al nost neet.

CHAOYANG
Janet .
She slips her arnms around his neck. His eyes fill with
passion. Their lips touch. They cling to each other.

| NT. ROOM - THE NEXT MORNI NG

Janet stretches, yawns, reaches for sonething on the top of
her ni ght stand.

She hums softly as she studies a snapshot. It's fresh, new
The face is Chaoyang's.

The door opens to reveal a frantic Mel ody. She gl ances at
the picture in Janet's hand. Her face saddens.

JANET
What's wrong?

Mel ody thunbs the rempte. Flips the stations until...
Chaoyang's face stares at themfromthe screen. W hear..

ANNOUNCER
Chaoyang suffered a groin pull and
had to pull out of the
conpetition.

JANET
No, he woul dn't.

Janet grabs for her sweats. Pulls them on

JANET
| have to go to him

| NT. CORRI DOR - CONTI NUOUS

Janet pulls on a closed door. The | ock forbids her. She
noves to the next one with no | uck.



Each door refuses entrance. She finally reaches the end,

turns the corner.

A TEENAGER, in trunks, passes.

JANET
VWhere's the teanf?

TEENAGER
They' re practicing.

Janet sighs relief. Turns.

TEENAGER
Wi t .
Janet gl ances back.
TEENAGER
| f you're | ooking for Chaoyang, he

| eft.

Her eyes open in horror. She bites her |ip.

JANET
| don't understand. He coul dn't
have | eft----what about the rest

of the teanf

TEENAGER
They' re gone.

JANET
Al of thenf

The boy shrugs.

TEENAGER
He was the team When he got
injured, they pulled out, just
left.

She turns back to the corridor. He calls after her

TEENAGER
You won't find anyone there.

She doesn't seemto hear.



TEENAGER
Wait----1 al nost forgot.

He unzi ps his duffel bag. Renobves an envel ope.

TEENAGER
Chaoyang asked ne to give you
this.

She grabs at it. Reads the scrawli ed name as we hear
Chaoyang' s voi ce.

CHAOYANG (V. O.)
Janet .

TEENAGER
Sorry.

The boy dashes off.

Janet reaches inside the envelope. Slips out a neatly
fol ded note. Opens it. We hear Chaoyang as she reads.

CHAOYANG (V. Q.)
| wanted to cone to say good-bye.
There was no tine. | had to go. |
won't forget you. Ever.

The tears roll down her cheeks.
| NT. Al RPORT- LATER

Just atiny little gift shop, souvenirs, newspapers.
Chaoyang reaches out, lifts up the top one.

He stares at Janet's triunmphant smle.

CHAOYANG
What did it feel like to win the
gol d medal ?

We hear a voice shout out.

MAN' S VO CE (O. S.)
Chaoyang, you coni ng?

Chaoyang t hrows sone change down. Folds the paper, slips it
into his gym bag, breaks into a run.



SI XTEEN YEARS LATER - THE PRESENT - | NT. GYMNASI UM

The ol der Janet, still pretty and trim glances at Xl NGHUA,

an Asi an teenager, dressed in his practice trunks.

JANET
You're going to be fine---Don't
worry. Your nother and father w ||
get here in tine to see you

XI NGHUA
| won't let you down.

Janet sm | es.

JANET
You're the National Chanpion. It
doesn't get any better than that.

XI NGHUA
| want to win you the gold.

JANET
This is a very special tine for
you. Just relax and have fun. The
gold isn't that inportant.

X1 NGHUA

(al nost accusi ng)
You won the gol d.

Her answer hangs in the air, as a HANDSOVE ORI ENTAL NMAN,
his thirties, bows before her. Her eyes take himin.

JANET
Chaoyang.

CHAOYANG
Janet .

Xi nghua wat ches. Janet recovers.

JANET
This i s Chaoyang.

CHAOYANG
|"mVLi Zhifu's coach

X1 NGHUA

in



| know that. You are very fanous.

CHAOYANG
Ameri cans know ny nanme?

XI NGHUA
Ch, yes, we all do. Ms. LeMay says
you were the best gymnast that
ever |ived.

Janet bl ushes.

CHAOYANG
There were many better. | never
won t he gol d.

XI NGHUA
That's because you were injured.

CHAOYANG
How di d you know t hat ?

X1 NGHUA
MS. LeMay told ne. She said----

JANET
(i nterrupts)
The mat is cl ear.

Xi nghua turns to Chaoyang.

Xl NGHUA
It's an honor to nmeet you. Excuse
me. | have to practice.

Xi nghua di sappears.

CHAOYANG
He's a very nice boy.

JANET
And a wonderful gymmast.

Chaoyang wat ches as the boy tunbles in the distance.

CHAOYANG
Zhifu will have to beat him for
t he gol d.



A Beat. Chaoyang turns his attention to Janet.

CHAOYANG
You | ook wonder ful.

She brushes a stray hair back.

JANET
Thank you.

CHAQOYANG
| nean it.

JANET
You, too.

CHAOYANG
The years have not been as kind to
me. You | ook the sane.

JANET
Do |?
CHAOYANG
Very much so----How is your life

in America?

JANET
Good.

CHAOYANG
I"'mglad. | would read much about
you.

JANET

Only in the beginning. Al those
appear ances and endorsenents. Then
t hey forgot about ne.

CHAOYANG
But you won the gol d.
JANET
They went on to the next gold
medalist. | was old news.
CHAOYANG

You're here now.



JANET
| becanme a coach----you did, too.

CHAQOYANG
After a while.

JANET
You never conpeted again.

She stares at his solem face.

JANET
What did you do----after you left?

CHAOYANG
Not hi ng, really.

He bows his head. Avoids her eyes. A Beat.

CHAQOYANG
| went to work in a mll for
awhi | e.
(beat)

| had to wait for everyone to
forget my shane.

JANET
You didn't |ose. You got hurt.

CHAOYANG
| didn't wn.
(beat)
But | got lucky. I found Zhifu. He
has so nuch talent----1 won ny
respect back through him

JANET
He's not your only student. You
coach the whol e team

CHAOYANG
VWhen Zhifu started wi nning
conpetitions, other parents cane
to me with their children. Mst of
them are ordinary.

JANET
| saw them practicing. They're
very good.



CHAOYANG
Good is not enough. Zhifu is
great. When he wins the gold, it
will be the way it should have
been si xteen years ago.

JANET
You woul d have won, you know.

CHAOYANG
win tonorrow and ny famly

wi | |
be proud of ne. The shane
b

JANET
Your parents still hold it against

CHAOYANG
My parents? They are | ong gone.
More than ten years now.

His eyes hold the burden. He pulls out a picture. She
stares at a YOUNG BOY, about 13, with Chaoyang's face.

CHAOYANG
My son will be proud of his
f at her.
JANET
You have a son?
CHAOYANG
And a daughter.
JANET
Do you have a picture of everyone

t oget her ?
He slips out another. Hands it to her.

The two children stand in front of Chaoyang and a pretty
ASI AN VWOVAN.

JANET
You're very lucky. You have a
lovely famly

CHAOYANG



You do not show me a picture of
your - - - - husband and your chil dren.

JANET
| never nmarri ed.

CHAOYANG
You were so successful, so fanous.
Everyone spoke your nanme, even in
my country. You had to have

marri ed.
JANET
| never did.
CHAOYANG
| didn't know. | just assunmed you
had a full life---a man, his
babi es.
(beat)

| thought that was why you never
answered ny letters.

JANET
You never wrote.
CHAOYANG
| wote you many times--for many
years.
JANET
| never got any letters----Were

did you send thenf

CHAOYANG
To the address they listed in the
newspaper.

JANET
That was for the fans. There were
so many. Soneone el se read them

CHAOYANG
They sent nme a picture signed by
you- - -

A ROAR fromthe few spectators interrupts Chaoyang.

JANET



Your boy just stuck it.
Chaoyang al nost sm | es.

JANET

s your famly in the village?

CHAOYANG

Not yet, they'll join me if Zhifu

W ns.

JANET
And if he | oses?

CHAQOYANG
He won't | ose.

JANET
Xi nghua is a wonderfu
He's Nati onal Chanpi on.
received four tens for
present ation.

CHAOYANG
Li ke you.

Her lip quivers. He says nothing...Suddenly,

by zhifu. His eyes glow.

ZHI FU
Did you see?

Chaoyang nods.

CHAOYANG
This is Zhifu.

He points to Janet

CHAOYANG
This is Ms. LeMay.

ZHl FU

| know who she is. Everyone does.

You won gol d.
Janet sm | es.

JANET

gymast .

He

they're joined



| hope you're having a good tine
at the O ynpics.

ZHI FU
" m having a wonderful tine. It
will be better tonprrow after the

conpetition.
| NT. AUDI TORI UM - NEXT DAY

Chaoyang wat ches from afar, as Janet enbraces Xinghua to
confort himand bring the joy back to his sad face.

JANET
You're not even sixteen. We'll be
back in four years to get you your

gol d.
She stops as we hear the announcer..

ANNOUNCER
And fromthe United States, your
silver nmedal w nner----

The voice trails off as Janet w pes a stray tear from
Xi nghua's face.

JANET
Go---get your nedal.

He hesit ates.

JANET
" mso proud of you.

A soft smle plays about his |lips. H's shoul ders
strai ghten. He runs.

She follows himw th her eyes as the announcer speaks
agai n.

ANNOUNCER
And from Chi na, your gold neda
wi nner, Li Zhifu.

The young wi nner enbraces his nentor, Chaoyang, before he
t oo, disappears in the spotlight.

Chaoyang' s eyes catch Janet's. Janet nouths.



JANET
Congr at ul ati ons.

Chaoyang noves to her as the Chinese National Anthem
starts.

CHAOYANG
Where will you be later?

JANET
Wth Xinghua, | guess, watching
sone of the other sports---and
you?

CHAQOYANG
"1l be with the team

JANET
When are you | eaving?----

Janet gl ances around.

JANET
Where is your famly?

CHAOYANG
| don't know.
(beat)
Your boy was very good. | thought
he was going to win, but sonething
happened.

JANET
He got a cranp.

CHAOYANG
He's even better than Zhifu. |
didn't think it was possible.

(beat)
He shoul d have won.

JANET
You shoul d have, too. Things
happen. Injuries are part of the
gane.

The nusi c ends.

CHAOYANG



| don't want you to go.

JANET
The anthemis over. A few pictures
and they'll be back. It'Il be
over.

CHAQOYANG
| don't care. It was never over.
Not for ne.

JANET
You don't know what you're saying.
We can't go back sixteen years.

CHAOYANG
| shoul d have---

JANET
(i nterrupts)
VWhat , Chaoyang? What could you
have done?

He stands there, helpless.

CHAOYANG
You think | forgot you. Betrayed
you because | took a w fe, had
chil dren?

She shakes her head.

CHAQOYANG
| saw it in your eyes. | never
did---1 wanted to give you

everything and | gave you not hi ng.
Xi anghua runs to Janet's arnms. She hugs him

JANET
You wer e wonder ful .

Janet | ooks back at Chaoyang.

JANET
Don't ever say you gave ne
not hi ng.

Xl ANGHUA



Ms. LeMay, you were right.

parents are here.
Janet sm | es.

JANET

My

| told you. Your parents nust be

so proud of you.
She turns to Chaoyang.

JANET
Xi nghua, you renenber---

X1 ANGHUA

You are Zhifu's coach. He won gold

for you.

Chaoyang shakes Xi anghua's hand.

CHAOYANG
Congratul ati ons. You are a
wonderful gymast. You will wn
your gol d.

Xl ANGHUA
It won't matter then----this is
the O ynpics.

CHAOYANG

It may not seemlike it today, but
the gold is not the whole world.

He reaches out, touches the silver
boy' s neck.

CHAOYANG

di sc hanging fromthe

You will win many nore in al

col ors.

A glowing Zhifu joins them Behind him a YOUNGER BOY

maybe ten or eleven waits.

ZH FU

They took so nmany pictures.

Janet takes Xinghua's hand.

JANET



It's time to go.
Chaoyang's face falls. Janet smles at Zhifu.

JANET
Congrat ul ati ons, Zhifu.

Her eyes neet Chaoyang.

JANET
Congr at ul ati ons, Chaoyang. You
have your gol d.

A young CHI NESE GIRL cones into view.

JANET
That nust be your daughter.

Chaoyang nods.

JANET
Soon their mother will cone.

The little girl speaks.

CHI NESE G RL
My not her has gone to heaven.

Janet's eyes fly open.

JANET
|"mso sorry. | didn't know

CHAOYANG
So many things we didn't know.

A REPORTER approaches Chaoyang.

REPORTER
We'd like to do an interview on Li
Zhi f u.

CHAOYANG
Now?

The reporter nods. Chaoyang turns to Janet.

CHAOYANG
WIIlI | see you |ater?



JANET
Yes---you won't | eave--this tinme?

CHAOYANG
| will be back. | prom se.

Chaoyang bows, takes his |leave with Zhifu and the reporter
passi ng a m ddl e-aged ASI AN COUPLE. Janet turns to Xi nghua.

JANET
Your parents are here.

The man shakes Xi nghua's hand. The woman enbraces him

Xl ANGHUA
Do we have to | eave?

MAN
We have to go back, but you can
stay with Ms. LeMy.

Xi nghua beans, but wonders.

Xl ANGHUA
Are you sure?

Janet asks the man.

JANET
You don't m nd?

Anot her REPORTER comes up to Xi nghua.

REPORTER
We'd like to do an interview with
you on tel evision.

X1 ANGHUA
But, I only won the silver.

REPORTER
Many peopl e think you should have
won the gold. When we interview
you, we'll be interview ng the
next Gold Medali st.

Xi nghua turns to Janet.

X1 ANGHUA



Can |7?

JANET
Of course. Go with the gentl eman.

Janet smles at the couple.

JANET
Thank you for everything.

MAN
We are proud to share him Thank
you for letting us have even a
part of your son.

JANET
Shhhh. Sonmeone will hear.

MAN
It woul d make Xi nghua happy to
know and his real father would be
proud.

JANET
Maybe one day he will be.

Janet smles. Her eyes beam

JANET
So many nedals. So many colors. So
many things to be proud of.

FADE OUT.



