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EXT. HOBOKEN BAPTI ST CHURCH- - AFTERNOON

MRS. CRABTREE, a fragile old wonman, | ooks up at the buil ding.
I NT. HOBOKEN BAPTI ST CHURCH OFFI CE-- MOMENTS LATER

A door opens...BROTHER JOHN, all smles, stands.

JOHN
We have a big surprise for you.

MRS. CRABTREE
You do?

John swi ngs the door open and she enters the office.

JOHN
Yes nmm’ am

BROTHER W LLIAM | ess nice than John, pulls a chair for her.

W LLI AM
Big surprise

She sits.

MRS. CRABTREE
What is it?

JOHN
First off, we must offer our
condol ences on the | oss of your
husband. He was a good man. One of
the best nen | have ever known.

MRS. CRABTREE
Thank you very nuch.

JOHN
Atragedy it was to lose himlike
t hat .

MRS. CRABTREE
Well, what is it they say? The Lord
wor ks in nysterious ways.

W LLI AM
Funny you shoul d say that.
JOHN
That is exactly why we needed to see

you today.
He sits in front of her.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Now, Ms. Crabtree...

MRS. CRABTREE
June.

JOHN
Beg your pardon?

( CONTI NUED)



MRS. CRABTREE
June. Call me June. MW nane is
June.

JOHN
As you well know, June, M.
Crabtree...Sam..was a very
di sti ngui shed nenber of our church.
As a matter of fact, as far as church
devoti on went...There was none nore
dedicated to the word as he.

W LLI AM
He was an inspiration

JOHN
So nmuch was he that he was about to
receive a very special pronotion
when he was taken from us.

W LLI AM
A tragedy.

John st ands.

JOHN
June, come with ne pl ease.

He | eads her out the door, down a hallway. WIIliamfollows.

JCHN ( CONT' D)
I am about to disclose to you a
wonder ful, wonderful secret about
our church...June, because of your
di sti ngui shed service and devotion
to this church and to the word... W
woul d like to offer your husband’ s
pronotion to you

MRS. CRABTREE
To me?

JOHN
We couldn’t think of anyone who
deserved it nore..

W LLI AM
...and our time constraints were
rat her pressing.

JOHN
None-the-less, we would like you to
accept his position ASAP

They arrive at a set of doubl e doors.

VRS. CRABTREE

(] oki ng)
VWhat, do you want me to becone a
Deacon?
JOHN
No June. We want you to becone God
He t hrows oPen the doors to the chapel. The roomis bathed
inlight filtered through stained gl ass.

( CONTI NUED)



i MRS. CRABTREE
at?

JOHN
W would like to offer you the
position of God.

i MRS. CRABTREE
at?

JOHN
That’'s the secret, June. Qur little
church...Can you believe it? W are
the center of the Christian faith.

W LLI AM
Hoboken, Georgi a.

MRS. CRABTREE
| don't think...l don't know. ..WHAT?

JOHN
Brother WIlliamcan explain better
than | He’s the historian. |’ mjust
t he adm ni strator.

W LLI AM
Sure. .. Sure.

I NT. CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSROOM -- MOMENTS LATER

Ms. Crabtree is sitting in a chair that is way too snal
for her.

W LLI AM
June, it is no big secret that our
particular faith is the only way.

Wlliampulls dowmn a chart that illustrates the foll ow ng
speech. Words like "THE ONLY WAY" and " DEEP CORRECTNESS'
adorn the chart. Periodically, he smacks it with a pointer.

W LLI AM ( CONT' D)
This fact has been taught throughout
history. And, of course we Baptists
have a special place in the scheme
of things because of the deep
correctness of our branch. Baptists
are the center of the Christian faith.
But what is not w dely known, June;
in fact it is only known to us. W,
the First Hoboken Baptist Church
are the pinnacle of the Bapti st
i deol ogy! Because of that
di stinction, June, we have been given
certain responsibilities for the
rest of the faithful. Anong those
responsibilities is deciding the
fate of each and every human bei ng.
We are not just the chosen ones,
June. W are the ones who choose.

JOHN
W are God. Well, you are anyway...or
at | east you coul d be.

( CONTI NUED)



MRS. CRABTREE
You’'re saying that this church is

Heaven?

JOHN
No. Heaven is Heaven. And it is
sonet hing that we still can't inmagine.

But June, sonmeone has to be in charge
of who gets to go...And nore
importantly. ..

W LLI AM
... Wio does not get to go.

Wth that, WIlliamcloses the chart.

JOHN
And that soneone is you, June.

VRS. CRABTREE
Me?

JOHN
You.

Wlliamflips off the light to the room
EXT. CHURCH HALLWAY -- MOMENTS LATER
John | eads June by the arm

MRS. CRABTREE
And, who is God now?

JOHN
Joe Phillips.

EXT. RANDOM Fl ELD -- AFTERNOON
JOE PHILLIPS is driving a tractor. He is a happy happy nan.

WLLIAM (V. Q)
Wonderful man. Superb Christian

Joe Phillips waves.

MRS. CRABTREE
| thought Joe Phillips was...

| NT. CHAPEL -- CONTI NUQUS
John stands behind the altar. He hol ds a Bi bl e.

JOHN
Dead? You see, June, to becone God,
whi ch is understandably an extrenely
taxing position...what with
controlling the destinies of every
human being in the world. And with

answering prayers and all, it is
best for God to give up his or her
daily life in order to dedicate fully
to the task at hand.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



JOHN ( CONT' D)
So, Joe had to shelve his Earthly
ties to do a greater good. But,
unfortunately, Joe let tine catch up
on himand well ...

FLASH Joe Phillips' happy skeleton in a gold robe.

He slickly

VRS. CRABTREE

So...If Joe is/was God, and now he's
dead, will he go to Heaven?
JOHN

Well that is entirely up to you
June. Although, if I may nake a
smal | endorsenent in Joe’s behal f;
he was an excel |l ent God.

W LLI AM
Probably the best in years.

MRS. CRABTREE
K, then | have just a quick question

JOHN
Shoot .

MRS. CRABTREE
Wl |, what nakes you...Wy do you
get to choose? Cod.

JOHN
Brother WIIliam..

passes the Bible to Wlliam..Baptist coo

W LLI AM
Ezekiel 33:7 “So thou, son of nman,
have set thee a watchman unto the
house of Israel; therefore thou shalt
hear the word at ny nouth and warn
them from ne”.

MRS. CRABTREE
| still don't see...

JOHN
June, We have been anointed t he
wat chmen of this world. Watchmen to
t he house of Israel. Heaven, June.
I srael was the prom sed | and. And
now? What is the prom sed | and?
June?

MRS. CRABTREE
Heaven?

JOHN
Exactly, June. Heaven. See, she’'s
al ready thinking like The Al m ghty.

W LLI AM
Good j ob, June.

MRS. CRABTREE
I"'mstill alittle confused...

style.

( CONTI NUED)



JOHN
If you can’t see how that verse
defi nes what we are and what we are
supposed to do, June..

W LLI AM
Per haps we were wong in choosing
you.

MRS. CRABTREE
No, | don’t think you were wong...
Just give me a minute to take this
all in. OK?

JOHN
Time is unfortunately of the essence
here, June. Joe’s death on top of
Samis accident, has put us in quite
the pickle. If I may be so blunt:
we’' re desperate.

MRS. CRABTREE
VWhat exactly do | have to do?

JOHN
W set you up in a chamber.

MRS. CRABTREE
A chanber ?

JOHN
In the basenent. You' Il be very
confortable there. Joe was. W
bring your nmeals and nostly you have
complete solitude to pass your
j udgnents on humanity.

MRS. CRABTREE
My judgnents.

JOHN
You al so get to answer prayers...

MRS. CRABTREE
Do | come in once a day or sonething?

W LLI AM
Ch...no...

JOHN
June, it’'s a full-time position
You move in i mediately.

MRS. CRABTREE
But when could | see ny sister? M
chil dren?

JOHN
Well that’s the beauty of it, June.
You’'re God. You can see them every
second of every day. Not just that,
but you'll be able to protect them
i ke you never could on your own.
And fortune? You pretty nmuch wite
their tickets if you want. A nice
job for your son...

( CONTI NUED)



MRS. CRABTREE
Chri s.

JOHN
Chris. And your sister could live a
long and painless life... This is all
in your hands, June. Consider it a
perk. What do you say? Should
Brother WIlliamtake you downstairs
and get you started?

VRS. CRABTREE

NOWP
JOHN

Vell, there is no better tine.
W LLI AM

And plenty of work to be done.
MRS. CRABTREE

No. I'msorry. | amdeeply flattered
by this offer but...no. | have to
say no.
JOHN
June, | just can’t accept that. |

think I know you far better than
that. Your faith is stronger than

anyone |’ve seen. No, | think when
it’s all said and done..
W LLI AM

You' Il do the right thing.

MRS. CRABTREE
| don't think that | would be able
to...

W LLI AM
...1f for nothing nore than to assure
Sanmi's rapid ascension

He mimes drinking with his thunb.

A beat .

MRS. CRABTREE
Sanf?

W LLI AM
d ug gl ug.

MRS. CRABTREE
I guess | could see himthen?

JOHN
O course you could. And your nother.

VRS. CRABTREE
Moy ?

W LLI AM
And DaddY...And Sparky the dog and
anyone el se and everyone el se dead,
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



W LLI AM ( CONT' D)
living, or unborn...That's how it
wor ks, June.

MRS. CRABTREE
I don’t know what to say.

JOHN
Say yes, June. SaY yes. It’s such
a simple word. All that glory for

just a sinmple word. Al that glory.
Sonet hi ng changes in her.

MRS. CRABTREE
Yes.

JOHN
Hal | el ujah!! June, I am so very
happy for you.

Her eyes gat her confi dence.

MRS. CRABTREE
Yes.

W LLI AM
Praise it be thy nane. Praise it be
t hi ne name. June. CQur Holy Father,
June Crabtree.

And. . . vengeance.

MRS. CRABTREE
Yes.

JOHN
Brother WIlliam please take Qur new
Fat her to his chanber.
Wl liamtakes her by the arm and begins to | ead her out.
She's a lot harder to | ead than before.

VRS. CRABTREE

Just a second boys. | have to
guestion your |oyalty.
JOHN

Qur loyalty?
MRS. CRABTREE

You see, | know that you have a |i st
in your desk drawer.

JOHN
Alist?

MRS. CRABTREE
A list of nanes...other possible
candi dates for this job.

W LLI AM
Yes. But that |list is now, of
course,void. Null and void.

( CONTI NUED)



MRS. CRABTREE
VWhi ch makes nme think of another |ist.
O 107

JOHN
Oh dear.

MRS. CRABTREE
Thou shalt have no ot her gods before
me. But you did boys, didn't you?
You had anot her god before ne.

W LLI AM
Sam

MRS. CRABTREE
Sam See | was willing to overl ook
Joe Phillips and anyone who took the
osition before him But that |ist,

oys; | just can’t over | ook that.
JOHN
We are so sorry.
W LLI AM
More sorry than you can ever guess,
June.

MRS. CRABTREE
YOU SHALL NOT M SUSE THE NAME OF THE
LORD YOUR GOD. For | wll not hold
anyone guiltless who m suses ny nane.
How many tinmes today did you m suse
my nanme. You dare to call your Lord,

"“June"?
W LLI AM

You asked us to call you...
JOHN

Don’ t bl asphene!!'!!

MRS. CRABTREE
John, take WIIliam whomyou | ove
and go to the altar. Sacrifice him
there as a burnt offering with your
Cross pen.

JOHN
Yes.

John takes Wlliamto the altar, pushes aside the offertory
plate, lays himon top of it and prepares to stab him

W LLI AM
Wait...Isn't this alittle silly?
We don’t have sacrifices anynore... Not
since the New Testanment.

MRS. CRABTREE
There is no New Testanent, for ny
son, Chris has not yet died for your
si ns.

WLLI AM
Onh.

( CONTI NUED)



John hol ds

the pen high. ..

JOHN
Thy will is done.

He brings down the pen.

John stops.

MRS. CRABTREE
Wait, do not lay a hand on the boy.

W1 1liam exhal es.

MRS. CRABTREE ( CONT' D)
Do not do anything to him Now I
know that you fear ne because you
have not wi thheld ne from Brother
WIlliam..Your only Brother WIIliam
Look in the broom cl oset and you
will find a ram Sacrifice it instead
of Brother Wlliam And because you
have not wi thheld your Brother
WIlliam your only Brother WIIliam
I will surely bless you and nake
your descendants as numerous as the
stars in the sk¥ and as the sand on
our descendants wil |

their enem es and through your
of fspring all nations on earth will
be bl essed, because you have obeyed

nme.

JOHN
Thank you, Lord.

W LLI AM

VWhat about ne?

She hel ps himoff the altar.

MRS. CRABTREE
You shall be Brother John's servant
until the end of tinme; where you
shall sit with himat ny side in

Heaven.

W LLI AM
G eat. Praise Jesus.

JOHN
VWho?

W LLI AM
Jesus.

JOHN
VWho is that?

W LLI AM

Ch, no...He' s nobody.

MRS. CRABTREE
Good. 'l be in ny chanber.

W LLI AM
"1l show you where it is.

MRS. CRABTREE
| know where it is.

( CONTI NUED)

10.



Wth that, she turns and wal ks away. ..

The other two | ook at a statue of Jesus...

to recognize him

11.

They don't seem

FADE OUT



	1	INT. HOBOKEN BAPTIST CHURCH OFFICE-- MOMENTS LATER
	2	INT. CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSROOM. -- MOMENTS LATER
	3	EXT. CHURCH HALLWAY -- MOMENTS LATER
	4	EXT. RANDOM FIELD -- AFTERNOON
	5	INT. CHAPEL -- CONTINUOUS

